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WATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE  INCREASES 


WATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  PRINCIPAL  PORTS 
MARCH  AND  APRIL,    1947 

Exports — Thousands  of  Long  Tons 

Port 

April 
1947 

March 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

Baltimore 

New  York 

Philadelphia... 

Norfolk 

Newport  News.. . 
New  Orleans .... 
Galveston 

8,73B 

7,569 

•15 

1,329 
1,181 
732 
658 
614 
462 
378 
351 
3,033 

1,143 

1,059 

473 

661 

722 

414 

427 

26 

2,645 

•16 
•12 
•55 
0 
-15 
•12 
-12 
•1259 
•15 

Other 

Lnporta — ISlouaands  of  Long  Tons 

Port 

April 
1947 

March 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

New  York 

Philadelphia... 

eeltimore 

New  Orleans .... 

4,323 

4,107 

•5 

1,020 
612 
596 
340 
237 
231 
159 
1E9 
999 

1,135 
648 
574 
227 
222 
104 
130 
145 
921 

-10 
-5 
•  4 

•49 

•7 

•122 

•22 

-11 
•8 

Newark 

Norfolk 

Mobile 

Other 

Exports— Millions  of  Dollars 

Port 

April 
1947 

March 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

New  York 

New  Orleans.. . . 

Baltimore 

Philadelphia... 

Galveston 

Houston 

NorfoUc 

Newport  News. . . 
Other 

992.9 

996.1 

0 

528.8 
86.3 
51.2 
45.7 
37.7 
35.4 
25.6 
23.1 

149.1 

507.0 
81.3 
52.4 
33.9 
48.7 
42.5 
25.3 
32.9 

172.1 

•4 

•6 
•17 
♦35 
-23 
-17 

•1 
-30 
-13 

Imports — Millions  of  Dollars 

Port 

April 
1947 

March 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

TOTAL 

Now  York 

New  Orleans .... 

395.6 

328.0 

-21 

191.0 
37.4 
33.7 
25.5 
23.4 
14.4 
9.4 
7.6 
S3.1 

165.4 
28.8 
30.4 
22.1 
21.7 
15.4 
8.6 
1.8 
33.8 

•15 
♦30 
•11 
♦16 
♦8 
-7 
•9 
•  322 
♦57 

Philadelphia... 
San  Francisco. . 

Baltimore 

Los- Angeles. ... 

Houston 

Other 

The  Bureau  of  the  CensiiSf  Department  of  Coimiercet  has 
announced  today  that  the  water-borne  foreign  ooramerce  of  the 
United  States  during  April  1947  totaled  13.1  Dilllon  long  tona  and 
$1,388.5  million,  an  increase  of  12  percent  in  shipping  weight  and 
5  percent  in  value  over  the  previous  month,  and  of  29  percent  and 
46  percent,  respectively,  over  the  monthly  average  for  1946. 
April  water-borne  exports  (8.7  million  long  tons  and  S992.9  mil- 
lion) gained  15  percent  in  shlppin-  weight  but  did  not  change 
appreciably  in  value  from  March.  During  the  same  period,  vessel 
imports  (4.3  million  long  tons  and  £395. 6  million)  rose  5  percent 
in  shipping  weight  and  21  percent' in  value. 

The  leading  vessel  ports  in  terms  of  shipping  weight  of 
total  export  and  import  traffic  were  New  York  (2.2  million  long 
tons),  Baltimore  (1.9  million  long  tons),  Philadelphia  (1.3  mil- 
lion long  tons),  Norfolk  (.8  million  long  tons)  and  New  Orleans 
(.8  million  long  tons).  These  five  ports  together  accounted  for 
53  percent  of  the  total  water-borne  tonnage  moving  in  the  foreign 
trade  during  April. 

In  terms  of  value  the  leading  ports  were  New  York  ($719,8 
million),  New  Orleans  ($123.7  million),  Baltimore  ($75.6  million), 
Philadelphia  ($71.3  million)  and  Houston  (S43.0  million),  repre- 
senting 74  percent    of   the  total  value. 

Atlantic  Coast  Ports.— During  April  the  foreign  commerce  of  all 
Atlantic  Coast  seaports  amounted  to  8.2  million  long  tons  valued 
at  ill, 010.1  million  or  63  percent  of  the  shipping  weight  and  73 
percent  of  the  value  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States.  This  represents  increases  in  shipping  weight  and  value 
of  5  percent  and  8  percent,  respectively,  over  the  trade  during 
Kerch  1947  and  46  percent  in  both  shipping  weight  and  value  over 
the  monthly  average  for  the  year  1946.  Exports  totaled  4.8  mil- 
lion long  tons  and  8713.2  million  diuring  April,  while  imports 
amounted  to  3.4  million  long  tons  and  S296.9  million. 

Total  ijaports  on  tanker  vessels  amounted  to  2.1  million 
long  tons,  of  which  69  percent  or  1.5  million  long  tons  were  un- 
laden at  Atlantic  Coast  ports,  principally  New  York  (532,000  long 
tons),  Philadelphia  (407,000  long  tons),  Newark  (271,000  long  tons) 
and   Baltimore    (158,000  long  tons). 

In  the  Atlantic  Coast  area  the  leading  foreign  trade 
ports  were  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia.  Among  all  United 
States  seaports  they  ranked  as  the  first  three  in  shipping  weight 
of  merchandise  exported  end  Imported,  and  were  the  first,  third, 
and  foui-th,   respectively  in  value. 

Gulf  Coast  Ports.— Twenty  percent  of  the  shipping  wel^t  of  all 
exports  and  imports  during  April  or  2.6  million  long  tons  (250,5 
million  dollars),  was  handled  in  Gulf  ports.  Foreign  trade  in 
this  area  was  2  percent  heavier  than  in  March  1947  and  32  percent 
heavier  than  the  monthly  average  for  the  year  1946,  Exports 
amounted  to  2.1  million  long  tons  end  $196.7  million,  while  im- 
ports totaled   i6  million  long  tons  valued  at  $53.8  million. 

New  Orleans,  the  leading  port  in  the  Gulf  area,  was  the 
country's  second  port  In  the  value  of  its  foreign  trade  and  was 
fifth  in  shipping  weight. 


Prepared  in  the   Foreign  Trade  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Total  exports  on  tanker  vessels  amounted  to 
1.2  million  lon^  tons,  of  which  .6  million  long  tons 
were  laden  for  export  in  Gulf  Coast  ports.  Port 
Arthur,  Houston,  and  Corpus  Christl  were  the  leading 
ports  for  exports  on  tanker  vessels. 

paoj-fic  Coast  Ports.— Although  the  total  foreign  trade 
of  Pacific  Coast  ports  declined  from  1.1  million  lonf 
tona  valued  at  S132.0  million  in  March  to  1.0  million 
long  tons  valued  at  S113.8  million  in  April,  it  was 
still  well  above  the  monthly  average  for  1946  of  .7 
million  lonr  -Sons  and  4t80.2  million.  The  shipping 
weight  of  merchandise  exported  from  this  area  amounted 
.to  798,000  long  tons  (S72.5  million)  while  imports 
totaled  197,000  long  tons  (?)41.3  million).  About  one 
third  of  the  exports  or  284,000  long  tons  were  carried 
on     tanker     vessels.     los     Angeles,   with     water-borne 


foreign  trade  amounting  to  203,000  long  tons  (323.5 
million)  and  San  Francisco,  with  197,000  Ions  tons 
(S37.5  million),  were  the  leadijig  vessel  ports  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  area. 

Greet  Lakes  Ports. — During  April,  forelcn  trade  on 
the  Great  Lakes  totaled  1,167,000  long  tons  of  which 
1,105,000  lonp  tons  were  exports  end  62,000  lonj-  tons 
were  imports.  Emphasizing  the  seasonal  character  of 
this  trade,  there  visls  a  very  sharp  increase  from  March 
to  April,  but  the  April  trade  v;as  still  far  below  the 
1946  monthly  average  of  1,754,000  lon^-  tons. 

The  table  below  presents  the  foreign  water- 
borne  trade  of  the  United  States  by  type  of  vessel 
and  by  coastal  area  for  April  1947,  and  the  monthly 
average  for   the  year  1946 i 


SHIPPINO  miGRT  IK  THOUSANDS  OF  LONG  TONS 

Total  trade 

Exporta 

Dnports 

TYPE  or  VESSEL  AND  COASTAL  AREA 

April 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1946 

April 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1946 

April 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1946 

13,061 

9,716 
3,346 

6,211 

2,642 

966 

1,167 

46 

10,127 

7,224 
2,903 

5,617 
1,998 

656 
1,754 

103 

8,738 

7,494 
1,244 

4,760 

2,067 

798 

1,105 

7 

6,467 

5,338 
1,129 

2,786 

1,672 

532 

1,462 

15 

4,323 

2,222 

2,101 

3,451 

575 

197 

62 

38 

3,660 
1,886 

Atlantic 

2,831 

326 

123 

292 

86 

COVERAGE 

Export  figures  Include  reexports  and  Lend-Leese  and  TTNRRA  shipments,  trade  between  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico  and 
foreign  countries,  and  shipments  to  United  States  government  agencies.  Excluded  from  export  figures  are  shipments  to  the  United 
States  armed  forces  abroad,  shipments  between  Continental  United  States  end  the  Territories  and  Possessions,  and  shipments  between 
the  Territories  and  Possessior.s. 

Exports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise  was  laden. 

The  Ijnport  figures  are  general  imports  and  represent  the  total  imports  for  Immedlete  consumption  plus  entries  Into  Customs 
bonded  storage  and  menufecturing  warehouses. 

Imports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise  was  unladen,  even  though  this  may 
be  different  from  the  Customs  District  in  which  the  goods  are  entered  into  warehouses  or  entered  for  immediate  consumption. 

Shipments  in  transit  through  the  United  States  from  one  foreign  country  to  another  are  not  Included  In  either  the  import 
or  export  figures.  None  of  the  export  or  Import  figures  have  been  adjusted  for  change  In  prlve  level. 

The  dets  presented  in  the  following  tables  are  preliminary  and  include  revisions  which  have  been  made  since  the  release 
of  data  for  March  1947. 


FOREIGN  TTiADE  REPORTS  OF  THE  BURFAU  OF  THE  CEfTSUS 

SiiDunary  reports  showinp  monthly  data  on  United  States  foreign  trade  are  issued  as  follows: 

FT  900  -  Overall  total  export  and  import  data;  no  country  or  commodity  detail. 

FT  930  -  Exports  and  imports  by  economic  classes  and  leading  commodities;  no  coxintry  detail. 

FP  950  -  Exports  and  imports  by  countries  of  destination  and  origin;  no  commodity  data. 

FT  971  -  Air  shipments  in  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  ports. 

FT  972  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  District  and  ports. 

FT  973  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  trade  area. 

FT  975  -  Entrances  and  clearances  of  vessels  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  areas. 

Additional  deteiled  commodity  and  country  data  are  available  in  the  form  of  the  other  FT  reports. 
A  catalog  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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